The truck Orefighter sized up the building
s a three-story brick boilding. Exposure 2
was a similar attached corner building.
Exposure £ was a simmilar aitached dwelling
in a row of similar artached dwellings. The
exposures would only present én extension
problem if a fire wall were compromised,
While forcible entry was underway on the
entrance door, the engine company flaked
out its hose and bled the ling. Heavy smoke
pushed from the now-open front door. The
truck’s omside vent (OV) firefighter repon-
ed from the rear that someone was trapped
and hanging out the third-floor rear window
on the exposure 2 side,

The fire on the first (loor was lighting up.
The engine anacked. Attlempling a two-
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pronged rescue attempt, the truck officer
ardered a firefighter up the aerial ladder and
into the third-floor window, while the truck
officer tried o resch the victim via the inte
rior stmirs.

The OV firefighter reported that the vic
fim was climbing out the window. As the
heavy black smoke pushed oul over the vic-
tim's head, the OV firefighter wied to calm
him, unsuccessfully. If someone did not
reach the victim soon, he would jump.

A truckie entered the third-floor window
and searched for the victim. He reached the
rear of the bulding but could not find him.
Sticking his head out the window, the frus-
trated firefighter called down to the OV fire-
fighter. Removing his mask, he shouted,
“Where did he go?" The OV firefighter
responded. “He iz on the floor below youo,”
Just then, the civilian lost his grip on the
window ledge and fell o the ground threse
stories below.

Wail o minute—this is & three-story build-
ing. The firefighters had sized it up and were
not mistaken. How then is it possible for o
firefighter on the third floor to be on the
finor above a victm whao is also on the third
floor?

WHAT YOU SEE IS NOT ALWAYS WHAT YOU GET

What you see is nol always what you gel,
and what you do not know cian hurt you

This building is built on a hill that slopes
frevm front to rear and has three stories above
grade in the front and (our stories in the rear.

The firefighters in the front could not see
the rear and would nol know that sn extra
story was there, The OV firefighter sither
did not notice that the fromt was a different
beight than the rear or assumed that every-
one knew it was four stories in the rear.

At all fires, 1t 15 imporant that someene
gel a view of all four sides of a building and
then report what he sees. He can report all is
clear or that smoke is coming from o win-
dow on the exposure 3 side, He must alent
all on the sceng to any unusual aspects of the
building. In thiy ease, he should have
announced the floor difference betwean the
front and rear of the building. (ther useful
observations would include the existence or
absence of a rear fire escape or balcony, an
nnusnal boilding configuranon or extension,
structural defects, fire conditions, the need
for a hoseline, and the presence of any
trapped vietims. If a firefighter is unable to
vent an arew or enter and search it he should
notify his officer or the inciden! commander,
whiy can uxsign someone else 1o perform the
function.

If everyone operating at the fire is not
awure of the Noor difference given in the
above example, many problens can arise.
Imagine the OV firefighter entering th
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However, when viewed from the rear, with the grode-level as the first
floor, this s o four-stery bullfing,

building from the rear and finding a staivway that goes up
only one flight. This brings him 1o the first floor when
viewed [rom (he front, caposure 1. but (o the second [oor
when viewed from the rear, exposure 3. He conducts search
operations on this floor and is searching the rear of the firse
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P ATl floor when he gets emangled in some hicy
; ] cled stored there. The room 1= getting hot
and approaching flashover. He calls o
help and reports his location as the second
floor rear, The Grelighier assist eam wait-
ing in the street goes into action, placing u
portable ladder o the second floor and
seurching [or the trapped [melighler. Sec-
onds turn into minutes, and the room fash
cx over, For a briet period, the tapped fire-
fighter screams into hig mdio and then s
silent, They find him after extinguishing
the fire. He was rescuable when he called
Tor Teelp: but because of enclear commum-
cation, he is dead. Afterward, all wondes
how this type of ragedy could be prevent-
ed in the future

STANDARDIZED COMMUNICATION
IS ESSENTIAL

- : L Al u fire 1t 15 essential that all on the
When viewed from the frant, this is o three-story building, with the grode-level lloor the first floer. scene speak the same lunguage and have

the same refarence point. Standardized
communication is essentiol. For these buildings, the incident communder
should determine the first-floor location and let all know which floor is so
designuted. But he first must recognize thar there is a difference betwean
the front and the back.

At an isolated house, the incident commander can walk around il, see
the difference, and make everyone on the scene aware of the problem. [
the building 15 one in o long row of attached buildings, 11 15 not 50 casy. As
mentionad above, someone should make this size-up and announce the
resulis, Evenaf operating without a truck or an onfside vent position, the
incident commander stll needs all this informaetion, and someone his o
gt it v him,

Unce informed of the problem, the chief must announce it and énsure
that all on the scene are awure of the differcoce, If he announces at the
start of the fire that the building has four floors in the rear and three in the
[romt, how will the FAST truck be aware of the problem whon it responds
later in the operation? The officer in commund must ensure all vnits
responding are apprised of the problem

FROMNT GRADE LEVEL AND FLODR DESIGNATION

IT a Mo 14 ome-half or more below grade, it is a cellar, If the first foor
15 al grade level in the front, the foor below it 15 the cellar, because it is
fully below grade level. This is true even il in the reur it is [ully above-
ground. The boilding described above had thres floors above a cellar in
the front. The cellur was above grade in the rear,

If a floor is less than one-half below grade, it is o basement, Some
buildings have a basement in the front (partially below grade) that is fully
above grade m the rear. This bagement can be designated the first Hoor
The second floor then is reached by a Might of stairs that sometimes ends
o u front porch, Aguin, the location of the [rst floor must be esiblished
and announced

Some buildings have a driveway sloping below the grade level in front
of the house into the gurmge umnder the house. I it s less tham hall below
grade, it is a basement, Designate it as the first floos. The second (oo
wiruld be above the gamge and be reached by climbing the from stairs

In the example on the next page, the OV Orelighter should have consid-
ered the rear entrance 1o the building an entrance to the cellar, not to the
hirst floor. He should have counted the floor above this level as the firs
foar, The victim should have been located on the second [Moor of the
huilding (thar is, above the basement) when counted from the rear, The




Front

configuration.

these buildings. A row
of these buildings can
run uminterrupied for
an entiré block. As a
result, there will be no
nceess to the
other than ot the ends
of each block and
sometimes ol one end
only. This presents an
access problem for
the firefighter as

reur

Rear

{Tap) The floor at least hall or mare below grode level in the front is the collor,

aven [ fully ohove grode level in the rear. (Bottom) A flocr less than holf below
grode is o basemen! ond b5 designated the first floor; the floar below it s a cellar.

OV firefighter entingled in bicveles should
have reported his lecation as first floor rear.

Varions confipurations result in a height
difference from the fronl W the rear of o
building. The building may be built on-a
hill, or the rear of a huilding may have been
excavated. Building a partial floor on the
rear half of a building’s roof’ will resultin &
height difference when viewed from the
front and rear. In any case, those in the front
will be unaware of the height difference
unless informed of i by the frefighter con-
ducting the reur survey,

A building may be one story in the front
amndd two stories 1 the rear, lwo slories m
the fromt and three stories in the rear, or
three stories m the front and four stories n
the rear. In New York, some apartment
huildings are five or 5ix stories in the from
and seven or cight stories in the rear.
Regardless of the heights invalved, the
prablem of communication remains the
S,

BUILDING ACCESS CONSIDERATIONS

Access problems may be assoviated with

signed 1o venl from
the rear. It may be
possible 1o access the
rear through one of
the adjoining build-
imgs; but if no one is home, this requires
forcible entry and will rake time. Even if a
firefighter can get through the adjoining
house, he probably won't be able to bring a
15-foot exiension ladder, which is nceded
for heights of three 1o four Moors and might
nol reach the fourth floor at all, Typically, it
is niot & stright mun from the front o the rear
of these buildings. and the ladder doesn't
bend. Even a smaller ladder might not make
it through the house interior. Having no lad-
der or 1 shorl ladder severely limits. the
aréq the OV frefighter can vent and may
preclude above-grade scarch or rescue by
b,

One firefighter carryving a 35-fool exien-
sion lwdder is o neat ick under ideal condi
tions, but to take it through a houss is tough
The altermative 15 (o 2o 1o the end of the block
12 the rear ulley entrance and then back (o the
fire building, which may be a long haul. I
may be necessury o chimb over severl
fences sepurating yards 10 gel 1o the desived
position; and when the firefiphter gets back
there, he may not be sble 0 ruse the ledder,
Often, residents use the rear for parking, and

el

The staggered windaw placement af the side of o building may indicate o split-level

cars may prevent ladder placement. Trees or
wires may be in the way, or awmngs on lower
foors muy prevent ludder placement.

Don’t forger that the firefighter may be
oo tired o rise (the ludder alone by the tme
e gets it into place. Tt would be great if two
firefighters conld be aszsigned to this task,
but the realities of staffing do not allow i, If
u second truck is coming in, one of the sec-
ond tmck s firefighters can assist; but the
winil mvolved for the sevond truck might be
teo long. The OV firefighter’s venting job
must be timed with engine company
advance and often cun't wail for Lhe second
trick.

TACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Taking the following actions will help
ensure that the scenario described al the
beginning of this article does not occur at
one of YOUT Mespnscs;

» ldentify problems carly i the incident,

o Announce the floor designation and
other special considerations (o all present at
the incident and (o all later srmving umits.

» Count Moors from the front of the build-
ing, and count a basement as the firs floor.
It is important thul everyone use the same
floor numbering system.

s Annicipme that a cellar may be below
prude, A small window gl grude level in the
front or rear of these buildings may indicate
u cellur, but it may be hidden by bushes. 1T
the window is in the front, the cellar may be
at gracde level in the rear. 1f the window 1%
the reur, the cellar will be below grade level
in the rear. This means it will be two levels
helow prade in the fronl.

o Anticipule the possibility of split levels
on each floar. What seems like a rwo-story
building muy actually be a four-level struc-
ture if each floor 15 o split level. A three
floor building could have six levels. Add a
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' TAKE IT TO THE TOP...
...WITHOUT THE SLOTS!

non and should commumcate the problem
early in the operation, The firefighter

A1 @ fire in this building, there wos confusion as o
result of the split-lavel loyout of the second and third
flogrs. Mote: The garage is on the basement lovel
mnd s designoted as the firet floar.

cellar, aned there will be five levels ina two
story butlding and seven i o three-story
structure. You can imagine the difficolty in
determining your location in such a build-

assigned the OV position should bong the
appropriale ladder with him and, when
practicable, initiate VES on the upper
flocrs

« A frclighter might be able o recognize
the floar difference problem from the roof
position. From there, he may be able (o
venl the top-Mloor windows and even effect
a roof rope rescue. 1T there is nothing on
the roof to te the rope (o, tying it o the
uerinl ladder or aerial platform might be
considered. Another option is o cur a hole
in the rool and tie off to the ool joists,
This will tuke time and may not be practi
cable in an emergency.

v All should take exira cure (o cormectly
identily their location at all times and to
uge correct floor designations in all com-
MUTICELOnS.

When gathering information from resi-
dents, realize thar they may have their own
[loor-numbering system, which may not
match that of firefighters. Resident intor-
mation must be interpreted and translated
mnio the firclighters’ Moor designution, For
example, in an apartment building, occu-
panis may call the first floor “the lobby,”
bul the incident commuander may call it the
*first floor.”™ This problem can be com-
pounded by the elevator-numbenng system.
1f you see o fire on the fifth Moor and push
the fourth-floor bumon on the elevaior, you
could end up on the fifth floor. The lobby

might bet floor one; the fourth floor might

actually be the fifth floor,

] _aith- ;

| W reom Clleyss 1)

call 800-533-2568 far full decails,
G607 N.W. 27ch Ave., Ocala, Florida 34475
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TOP MOUNT
CONTROL

* INCREASES AVAILABLE PAMEL SPACE

® STAINLESS STEEL LOCKING CONTROL |
» REDUCES ROAD DIRT AT PUMP PAMEL
* RECEsSeD AREA FOR ID LABEL

= BUIT-IN PAMEL HINGE

NIGHT SCAN"

FULL DAYLIGHT IN 60 SECONDS
Puts 6000 watts of

This is not 4 new problem. These build- || halogen fight right
ings have been around for a long time || whara you want it

mg. With g heavy smoke condition, o fire-
fighter might easily mistake the upper level

. S 16 11. abo
af a split level for the next floor. The upper and have needlessly cluimed frefighten Lr:;"m:'gof "
level is :I.Ih!.li!“fl' reached via o HiHIiI_HIJI.III“-d_'-' ||1.T;"\-. ‘I"L.I.IJ may have one old wood-frame Gr‘ﬂi.l'ld-'ﬂ'l.l'ﬂlll
containing three to six steps, A firefighter  building in your district with this L'ul.ﬂjgu- remuole control
should count the steps as he goes up, rution, or you may have blecks of new provides full push-
There are severul indicators of o possible  townhouses buailt like this. Knowing your || button oparation.
split-level. Observe the corner building  district will alert you to the presence of || Aulo Stow™, acne
when entering the block: 1t might reveal o such buildings. An alert OV firefhighter und button command,
retracts and stows

split-level configurstion i the windows on a good size-up will warn all on the fire-

tha enfiro system 1o

the side are not lined up horizontally but
staggered at half levels.

A side parapet or ool that is higher
toward the rear of the huilding s another
possible indicator, This type of building can
be conlusing without o fire: but add a fire,
smoke, and irapped civilians or firefighters,
and there's a disaster in the making.

« linterior slairs may connéct any combina-
tion of floors. A room in the bascment may
be accessible only from the second floor,
whereas the rest of the basement is acoessi
hie from the first floor. A stairway might mn
from the top floor directly to the cellur.

» The OV firefighter s key to this opera-
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ground of the problem, and precise commu-
nication will prevent trugedy. 1T you are
aware of this type of building in your dis-
trict, you should preplan and dnll on that
preplan. Being aware of the problem in
adviance will decraase, if not eliminate, the
confusion,

It really comes down o simple attention

1o details. Remember, when vou discover a |

construction feature out of the ordinary,
such as the front-to-rear floor difference, it

must be announced so all are made aware of |

it. Payving attention to detnils results in an |
. |

accurale size-up and accurate communica-

tions, Do i It saves lives. W

a 12-In. high traval

for the complete

position. Call loday

story on tha Might
Scan™ Emergency
Lighting Systam.

MIGHT SCAN ™ by
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P.0x, Box 800
Orrville, Ohio 44B87-0900
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